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PRELIMINARY  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMS  AND  GOALS  FOR  DUDLEY  SQUARE 

PROLOGUE  AND  PURPOSE 

The  Dudley  Square  business  district  which  comprises  an  area  of  approximately  60  acres  bounded 
generally  by  Melnea  Cass  Boulevard  on  the  north,  Harrison  Avenue  on  the  east,  the  Roxbury  civic 
center  complex  on  the  south,  and  Shawmut  Avenue  on  the  west  has  been  designated  an  Economic 
Development  District 

An  inventory  prepared  in  1990,  shows  a  total  of  926,500  s.f.  of  space  in  the  buildings  in  Dudley 
Square,  not  including  the  public  buildings  in  the  civic  center  complex.  This  includes  approxi- 
mately 400,000  s.f.  of  vacant  non-residential  space,  43  per  cent  of  the  total  space  in  the  district. 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  present  a  series  of  alternative  development  programs  for  Dudley 
Square  and  to  evaluate  them  in  comparison  to  the  existing  inventory  of  space  in  the  district  to 
begin  to  establish  goals  for  the  economic  development  strategy  that  will  be  required  to  generate  the 
employment,  the  incomes,  the  retail  sales,  and  the  households  to  support  the  final  development 
program  that  will  be  prepared  for  Dudley  Square. 

ALTERNATIVE  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMS 

Four  alternative  development  programs  are  presented  for  review  by  the  community.  The  total 
amount  of  occupied  space  in  these  programs  ranges  from  1.1  million  s.f.  to  1.3  million  s.f. 
The  average  amount  of  space  is  1.2  million  s.f.  The  total  amount  of  occupied  space  shown  in  the 
Dudley  Square  inventory  is  approximately  500,000  s.f.  The  overall  goal  for  an  economic 
development  strategy  for  Dudley  Square,  therefore,  is  to  generate  employment  and  households  to 
occupy  700,000  s.f.  of  non-residential  and  residential  space  in  Dudley  Square.  Approximately 
440,000  s.f.  of  this  space  would  be  conversions  of  existing  vacant  space.  And  approximately 
260,000  s.f.  would  represent  new  construction.  / 

PRELIMINARY  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  GOALS  ^g"  .£  1/  ^<?s  ^  ■e*,1^ 

1 .    Retail  space  would  increase  from  222,000  s.f.  in  1990  to  300,000  s.f.  by  the  year  2000:  jopw-J^ 
an  average  increase  of  approximately  8,000  s.f.  a  year  for  ten  years. 
t?  4  ~>  i  (o*  ?f/      ^  we  ^s"1116  that  retail  sales  would  increase  at  twice  the  rate  of  the  increase  in  retail  space, 

■/?•**  7l£hen  retail  sales  would  have  to  increase  by  8  %  a  year  for  ten  years 
^T '  ZSb  s&  2.   Office  and  loft  space  would  increase  from  62,000  s.f.  to  496,000  s.f.  by  the  year  2000 
an  average  increase  of  approximately  44,000  s.f.  a  year  for  ten  years. 
If  we  assume  a  ratio  of  400  s.f.  per  employee  for  "office/loft"  space,  this  translates  into  an 
employment  goal  of  approximately  100  employees  added  a  year  for  ten  years. 
3 .   Residential  development  would  increase  from  approximately  200  housing  units  to  345  housin  g 
units  by  the  year  2,000.  This  would  mean  an  average  of  15  households  a  year  attracted  to 
Dudley  Square  for  ten  years. 
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